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Note. As the concept of “asexuality” is less familiar to the Chinese public and misunderstanding 

about asexuality as a sexual identity is common (e.g., being interpreted as not sexually active) in 

part due to its translation as “无性恋 (non-sex love)”, we took a methodologically conservative 

approach to focus on LGB individuals.  

 

 

 

 

 

All participants who provided consent and 

submitted survey (N = 117,769) 

• Failed attention checks, correction rate < 

75% (N = 21,541) 

• Unreasonable answer (N = 10) 

• Inconsistent answers on gender identity 

(N = 2,150) 

Calculate TGNC subsample: 

• 1,223 Trans men (assigned female sex at birth, self-

selected gender identity as man or trans man) 

• 538 Trans women (assigned male sex at birth, self-

selected gender identity as woman or trans woman) 

• 591 Gender non-binary (self-selected gender identity as 

genderqueer/gender nonbinary/gender nonconforming) 

 

Total N = 2,352 

 

Calculate cisgender subsample 

• Participants who selected their sex at birth and 

gender identity consistent as cisgender (e.g., female 

and woman, male and man) 

 

Total N = 89,566 

2,150 individuals who were non-TGNC gender 

minorities: 

• cross-dressers (N = 326) 

• “unsure” (N = 1,824) 

Gender identity samples categorization (N = 94,068) 

Calculate cisgender heterosexual subsample 

• Participants who selected their sexual orientation as 

“straight/heterosexual” (N = 80,331) or coded as 

“straight/heterosexual” based on text responses (N = 

158) 

 

Total N = (80,489) 

Sexual orientation categorization for cisgender sample (N = 89,566) 

Calculate cisgender LGB subsample 

• Participants who selected their sexual orientation as 

“gay/lesbian” (N = 915) 

• Participants who selected their sexual orientation as 

“bisexual” (N = 4,857) or “pansexual” (N = 703) 

• Participants who selected “unlisted” and being further 

coded as LGB based on their text responses (N = 26) 

 

Total N = (6,501) 

Sexual orientation was self-identified and participants were also 

asked about their sexual and romantic attraction 

• For those who selected “unlisted” (N = 304), their text 

responses were reviewed and further coded by RA, with 

sexual/romantic attraction as supplemental information 

2576 removed due to: 

• 2,462 self-selected (N = 2,456) or 

categorized (N = 6) as “asexual” 

• 114 cannot be determined based on their 

responses 

Final analytic sample (N = 94,068) including: 

N = 2,353 TGNC 

N = 6,501 cisgender LGB 

N = 80,489 cisgender heterosexual 


